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and in Florida. he was beloved by his associate �~�u�d�g�e�s� as well as by the bar, 
and was popular amongst all classes of people. One of the judges who sat 
with him in this Court thus spoke of him: "On the bench his relations with 
his associates were always cordial and intimate. We regarded him as a 
younger brother, and were greatly aided and benefited by his wise suggestions 
and well-considered counsels in those troublous times that required cautious 
action, courage of opinion and judicious adjudication in settling new and 
difficult questions arising out of the disturbed condition of public affairs, 
resulting from the reconstruction' of the State government and from the new 
modes of pleading and procedure in the courts. .As a judge he was affable 
and courteous, patient and attentive in hearing argument, firm and impartial 
in his rulings. He presided in court with impressive dignity, and his integrity 
was stainless. He possessed in a high degree the genius of common sense, 
and seemed to have an intuitive knowledge of the eternal principles of 
reason, justice and truth. He relied more upon the principles and reasons of 
the law than upon the speculative and conflicting decisions of the courts. In 
any case argued before him his quick and clear apprehension of the merits and 
the questions of law involved generally enabled him to render a just and 
correct decision." 

Personally Judge Settle was unusually magnetic and lovable. He com­
manded admiration if not affection instantly and without effort. He was a 
perfect specimen of a man cast in a mould as perfect as nature ever uses. He 
was naturally a superb, exquisite gentleman. His features were always 
illumined with the light of intelligence and the glow of a warm, generous noble 
heart. He was tall and erect and his movements were firm, graceful and 
elastic. His genial presence in the social circle always inspired pleasant 
thoughts and feelings. The kindliness of his nature was as diffusive as the 
sunshine. His manners were easy, cordial, sincere, and provoked a feeling of 
cheerfulness and happiness in those around him. He had no feeling of envy or 
jealousy, and was free from malice and guile. His humor was sunny and 
playful, and be had a large fund of amusing anecdotes which he appropriately 
applied to illustrate a story of an argument. His wit was sparkling and racy, 
and, in the excitement of controversy, keen and caustic, but had no venom in 
its sting. .As a conversationalist and companion he had an individuality that 
was inimitable. 

In public life his generosity, courage and intellectual force made him easily 
a leader among men. Though not at the bar many years he developed forensic 
powers of the highest order, and showed the qualities of a great advocate . 

.As a politician he was valiant in advocating the principles and policies il'1 
which he believed. He was straightforward and truthful in his dealings with 
his party friends and associates. There was no hypocrisy" deception or 
double dealing about him. He despised petty politics, and refused to submit 
to the dictation or rule of the petty politician in the guise of a party boss. 
He believed in government by parties, but not solely for parties, and much less 
for the special benefit of a few in those parties. He was not unduly biased by 
partisan prejudices or animosities. While firm in his convictions and fearless 
in the expression of his opinions, he was tolerant. of the opinions of others and 
generous in his judgement of their conduct and purposes . 

.As a political debater he was powerful and commanding, and specially 
adroit in the conduct of discussions. . 

.As a legislator he possessed a large fund of useful information and practi­
cal knowledge. He was familiar with the subjects of legislation and the rules 
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and proceedings of delibe~ative assemblies over which he presided with 
charming dignity and impartiality. 

His reputation was not confined to the State. He was as well known and 
as well loved in other States as in North Carolina. His views upon State and 
national questions were enlightened. comprehensive and eminently patriotic. 
He was sanguine in his anticipations of the future. and indulged in no gloomy 
forebodings of coming disaster. Experiences of the past had not caused him 
to distrust the patriotism, the wise conservation of the American people. 
He recognized the fact that time-social and business intercourse, and the 
pride and love of a common country-had subdued the passions and preju­
dices of other days; and he believed that such just and liberal policies would 
be pursued as would shortly overcome all animosities lingering with the 
people of the two sections of our country, and cement them together in the 
bonds of perpetual friendship and union. His faith in the advancement and 
glory of the Republic was unfaltering and sublime. 

The greatness of men is usually estimated from their public career and 
services. This is not always a true test. It was in the family and among his 
intimate friends that the shining qualities of Judge Settle's character were 
most apparent. His social traits were beyond compare. He had a pleasant 
word and a kind look and a smile for everyone. He was benevolent to the 
poor. His generosity usually outstripped his means. The lowly and humble 
venerated him for his tender heart. He loved little children and was patient 
with· them. He was not a promoter of strife or discord. He was a peace­
maker. He had gathered around him his children and grandchildren, and 
they all looked up to him with pride and affection as their leader and adviser. 
Yet he was their friend and companion. He was thoughtful .for the comfort 
and happiness of all-of sons and daughters of adult years, and of the little 
toddlers who understood his gentle word and caress. All knew his unselfish­
ness and loved his patience and charity. To them indeed . 

"He lived 
Considerate to his kind. His love bestowed 
Was not a thing of fractions, half-way done, 
But with a mellow goodness like the sun 
He shone o'er mortal hearts, and brought their buds 
To blossom early-thence to fruits and seeds." 

A more upright, lovable, chivalric gentleman never lived in this land. 
May it please your Honors, in behalf of. his children, I have the honor to 
present his portrait to the Court. 

RESPONSE OF CHIEF JUSTICE CLARK. 

North· Carolina has few statues, but her people have memories, and in them 
long live her· illustrious dead. The Court gratefully accepts this portrait of 
an honored member of this bench, who served his State with fidelity and 
marked ability. He lived amid stirring times and when his views on public 
issues were often bitterly llntagonized, but no one ever questioned his ability, 
his integrity or his patriotism. The youngest man who has ever ascended this 
bench, and a member of one of the most distinguished families of the State, 
he has shed an added luster upon both. 

Both bench and bar are gratified to see his portrait assume its place on 
the walls of this chamber by the side of those of Pearson, Reade, Rodman and 
Bynum, with whom he so long, so well, and so faithfully served. 

The clerk will note on the records our accepiance of the gift of the portrait, 
and the marshal will cause it to be hung in its appropriate place. 
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